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JoyBell once said: “I think the best thing we can do for our children is to allow them to do things for themselves, allow them to be strong, allow them to experience life on their terms, allow them to take the subway…let them be better people, let them believe more in themselves.”  Parenting is one of the best experiences anyone could ever wish to have. The joy and fulfillment that comes from seeing your toddler smile at you for the first time seeing the baby take the first step and wear their first uniform to school are simply incomparable. Most parents will agree that the most challenging hurdle in parenting is seeing your children get to a place where they are not entirely dependent on you in all aspects of life. Parenting involves making decisions that you think are best for your children and sticking to them even when your conscience tells you. 
I have recently come face-to-face with an unprecedented challenge that I didn’t expect would come this early on in parenting. While I think I turned out fine from my parents’ upbringing, I decided to do things differently with my children. When I was growing up, my parents were actively involved in my school work. I remember every day after school, my parents and I would sit at the family dining room, discussing how our day had been. My parents would help me with any school work before we settled down for supper. While they might have thought they were giving a helping hand, my parents had unknowingly taken over most of my assignments. My parents might have viewed helping me with my school work to create a parent-child bond and an excellent opportunity to keep involved in my life. I have often wondered if I would have developed better problem-solving ability and aptitude had they left me to struggle with my assignments on my own. Would I have gotten better or inferior grades had I been left to my own devices? 
A few weeks ago, I read in an online parenting magazine on the need for parents to step back and let their children tackle their school work to develop character and problem-solving ability. Most of the article’s observations resonated with what I felt and experienced growing up. Therefore, I decided to take a step back and let my children handle their assignments. However, recently, my son came home excited about an assignment project. Immediately he settled and began earnestly working on the project. Despite my vow not to meddle, I couldn’t help sneak a peek at his progress. I was shocked to observe that my boy was getting everything wrong. I was in a moral and ethical dilemma, should I intervene and save his grades or keep off and see him fail?  As I pondered over this dilemma, I went on a grocery run at the local store where I ran into one of the parents at my son’s class shopping for items required for the class assignment. I was taken aback. Here I was, watching as my son headed to a sure failure, yet another parent was taking steps to ensure their child got the assignment right. What chances did my son stand if all parents helped their kids with the project and he failed alone in the class? Would he blame his mom, or would he toughen and work hard at getting it right the next time? 
[bookmark: _GoBack]As I pored over the crossroads I had found myself in; I recalled what Voltaire said in the eighteenth century, “No problem can withstand the assault of sustained thinking.” I realize that the ability to solve my predicament lay solely within me if only I attacked the problem critically. I realized I had already begun solving the problem through a six-step critical analysis plan. (Sorin. 2020) I had already defined the issue at hand. I had compared the current situation with whatever I wanted for my son and myself as a contemporary mom. The next step was to analyze the problem critically. Why was I experiencing the current issue? What were the results if I handled or didn’t handle the situation? I was facing the dilemma due to the opposing need to ensure my son got stellar grades and propel him to develop a problem-solving mentality. If I decided to help my son with the assignment, he would probably achieve stellar grades. On the downside, he would most likely develop a dependency problem, often relying on my help with his projects. So, what would happen if I wasn’t near him? Would he develop the character traits I desired for him most if I developed a habit of doing his assignments?  On the other hand, if I decided not to do his homework, he would most likely fail, create self-esteem issues and probably have to retake the course. While failure would probably lead to negative results, it could also prove to be a blessing in disguise. What if he took his failure as a wake-up call to improve his reading and problem-solving skills and develop a self-sufficient personality that would better equip him to deal with the challenges that life would deal him?
Having analyzed the implications of the problem and the ramifications of my actions or inaction, I had to identify all the possible solutions I could implement to solve the issue at hand. One potential solution would be to subtly hint that my son’s assignment could use some corrections and point out the mistakes. I could also outrightly tell him that his approach is wrong and demand him to revise it. Also, I could talk with another parent in his class to allow the children to handle the task together. On the other end of the spectrum, I could choose inaction. I could decide to leave him to his own devices, identify the mistakes, and correct them promptly or not, ultimately failing the assignment. Another possibly viable course of action would be to inquire from his teacher whether I could offer assistance or whether the teacher could reach out to my son to clarify the task and handle it.
After exhaustively listing all the possible solutions, I had to choose one that was the most appropriate for the situation at hand. I had to analyze the pros and cons of each solution critically. Would it build or harm my son in the short and long term? What actions and activities would I have to take to implement it? What would be the cost and implications of the preferred solutions? Would it be in line with my choice of parenting? After a lengthy consideration process, I finally decided that the best course of action would be to subtly hint to my son that his work needed a little bit of tweaking and then enlist the help of his teacher to offer further clarification on the task my son. After isolating the most viable solution to the problem at hand, I settled on an action plan. I decided to use a suggestive tone while approaching the matter. I would casually engage my son in a casual talk, ask about his school work, and get him to show me his school assignment voluntarily. I would carefully ponder over the work, murmur some congratulations and casually ask him whether he thought he had adequately grasped the assignment’s concepts and requirements. If he expressed doubts about his adequacy to handle the task, I would suggest we contact the teacher to clarify the project.
Notably, like every other good plan, I had to have a contingency or “plan B” at hand if the scenario didn’t play out as I had anticipated. If my son weren’t enthusiastic about outside help, I would let him make or break his grades. I would congratulate him and remind him that I would still be proud of him despite his score in the assignment.
Finally, I was at the last step of implementing the solution. I had had a length deliberating period where I had carefully weighed the merits and demerits of each course of action I had considered. Surprisingly, when I broached the subject with my boy, he quickly expressed his fears that he had not been sure what the task entailed but was afraid to ask me as he thought I would be disappointed in him. He had even considered reaching out to his teacher and classmates for clarification. I couldn’t help but get overwhelmed with emotions. While I had been obsessing over how to help my son pass his assignment while encouraging him to solve his problems, he had been afraid to reach out for help. As we settled to call his teacher, I reflected on how an analytical approach to solving the problem ensured that we settled for a solution that did not compromise my parenting choices and brought out my son’s critical thinking and problem-solving skills.
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